Govt ropes in IIT to audit traffic
Calrmnmg measures, suggest changes
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Bhubaneswar: The state -
ment has decided to eng.-fg:eﬁ'?‘-
Bhul:-ianmwar to conduct an audit
of existing ‘traffic calming’ initia-
tives on accident-prone roads in
the state and suggest remedial
measures.

Traffic calming refers to mea-
sures taken to reduce the speed of
fast-moving vehicles and prevent
accidents. Recently, the state and
national highways authorities
adopted several traffic calming
measures such as building speed-
breakers at vulnerable stretches
and traffic islands at crossroads
and extending pedestrian area at
junctions.

IT-Bhubaneswar will also
prepare a detailed report on de-
signs of wayside amenities and

traffic aid posts along the state’s .

highways.
department sa-
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» Traffic calming refers to mea-
sures taken to reduce the speed
of fast-moving vehicles and
preventaccidents

» These include building speed-
breakers atvulnerable stretches
and trafficislands at crossroads
and extending pedestrian area at
junctions

» The transport department said
8,102 accident-prone junctions
were identified in the recent past

| foradoption of traffic calming

measures

res on 1,452 of them. The state
works department, which owns
the other junctions, has been as-
ked to complete implementing
traffic calming measures by April
30, the department added.

“Our objective is to find out
whether traffic calming measu-
res are foolproof or not. The pro-
posed third-party audit involving

IIT-Bhubaneswar willfocus on
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are focusing a lot on traffic cal-
ming steps,” transport commis-
sioner Sanjeeb Panda said.

Sources said the Supreme Co-
urt committee on road safety,
which has been expressing con-
cern on the rise in road accident
deaths in Odisha, recently direc-
ted the state government to take
effective traffic calming measu-
res to check accidents. To check
over-speeding, interceptor vehi-
cles and dedicated staff (private
security guards) have been given
to the regional transport offices
(RTOs). “But the enforcement is
notsatisfactory. If the target of de-
tecting speed-drivers is not achie-
ved, the wages of the staffsshould
notbereleased,” the meetingsof a
recent meeting on road safety re-
vealed.

The transport department sa-
idatotalof 37 interceptor vehicles
equipped with speed detection ra-
dars operate on highways across
the state. Sources said 26,502 over-

speeding cases were detected by
thm 11




